Literacy

Council of Scioto County

Big Read: Scioto County A Great

Success!

For the past several months
Big Read: Scioto County
events have been reported in
this newsletter which were
sponsored by area schools,
libraries, museums, and arts
associations.

The final event occurred last
week when vignettes of
scenes from To Kill A
Mockingbird were performed
at the Southern Ohio
Museum by students from
South Webster high school
students to rave reviews!

The members of the Big Read
Committee came together one
last time on May 4. All were
amazed that so many events
were carried out involving so
many people and
organizations.

During the Big Read:

18 organizations sponsored
or participated in Big Read
events.

25 organizations and
businesses offered
promotional assistance

More than 50 events were
held

Books and videos were
checked out 429 times at the
Portsmouth Public Library
and the Clark Memorial
Library at Shawnee State.

More than 4,000 individuals
attended planned events.

The community should be
congratulated for its efforts!

New Literacy Council Director Sought

In June, Tess Midkiff will
complete her term as
Interim Director of the
Literacy Council of Scioto
County and a new part-time
director will be selected.
The director is responsible
to improve communication
and collaboration between
existing literacy service

providers. As appropriate,
the Director will plan,
develop, facilitate,
publicize, and implement
events that promote literacy
throughout the county. The
Director maintains a
website and produces a
newsletter. Fundraising
and grant writing skills are
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necessary. Applicants
should include a letter of
interest and resume.
Applications will be
accepted from May 26 —
June 9.
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Did You Know?

17% of Ohio's
adult population
have not
graduated from
high school

26% of Scioto
County's adult
population have
not graduated
from high school

An adult
without a high
school diploma
earns 42% less
than an adult
with a high
school diploma
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The person who

deserves most pity is
a lonesome one

on a rainy day who
doesn't know how to
read.

~ Benjamin
Franklin ~

Summer Reading Programs at the Portsmouth Public Library

"It's almost summertime and
the Portsmouth Public
Library is making plans for
the popular Summer
Reading Program from June
1st to July 17th.

This program offers families
the chance to read together
and play together through
community-related events
held at the Main library and
six branch locations. Adult
programming includes:

Week 1-Calligraphy
Week 2-Photoshop/Gimp
Week 3-Anime Art
Week 4-Books into Art
Week 5-Calligraphy
Week 6-Pictionary

Adults, young adults and
children may register at any
PPL location to read, play
and win!"
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Adult Summer Reading
Program

This summer, get in touch
with your creative side!!

No artistic skill or previous
knowledge required! Open
to adults 18 years and older.

Registration begins on June
1, 2009 at all of our branches.
For more information on our
events contact the
Portsmouth Public Library at
354-5688. All programs are
free of charge. Some may
require the use of your own
supplies (Jenny Cowling,
jcowling@yourppl.org)

Big Read Pep Rally Held at Notre Dame Elementary

Notre Dame Elementary has
embraced the BIG READ
program with great
enthusiasm. Every grade
level and every teacher has
found a way to connect to
this year's novel To Kill a
Mockingbird. The teachers
have selected stories that
deal with intolerance and
draw upon the students'
problem solving skills and
compassion to discuss the
main characters of their

stories and novels.

Second grade teachers
were delighted to receive the
book The Ugly Duckling
from the Second and Seven

Foundation as their book for
the Pep Rally for Literacy
event. This title fit perfectly
into the intolerance theme
that the school had chosen as
their connection to this year's
BIG READ.

Notre Dame Elementary
held its Pep Rally for
Literacy on May 7th. The

Soul of a People Programs Announced

“Soul of a People: Voices
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is hosting multiple programs
15-30 September 2009. One of
the highlights of the Federal
Writers Project (FWP) was
the gathering of folklore and
the recordings of
autobiographical materials
by ex-slaves. These slave
narratives proved to be most

successful. Dr. Andrew
Feight will present Voices of a
People from the WPA “slave
narratives” and “American
life histories”- a
dramatization of some of the
narratives read and
performed by local residents
and students. It will be held
in the Kahl theatre in the
Vern Riffe Center of Fine
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rally began by recognizing
the Second and Seven
Foundation for its generous
contribution to all second
graders in our county. Susan
McComas of the Literacy
Council of Scioto County
was also acknowledged for
all her hard work in bringing
the books to seven and
eight-year olds in our area.
And finally, the Portsmouth
Public Library was thanked
for distributing the books to
the schools. (Wanda Dengel,
[wdengel@cdeducation.org)

Arts Thursday evening
September 17th. The Soul of
a People program’s keynote
lecturer is Nick Taylor,
author of the book American-
Made: when FDR put the
nation to work. He will speak
on campus Wednesday 23
September 2009 in the Flohr
Lecture hall beginning at
7:30pm. (Connie Stoner,
csalyers@shawnee.edu)



Museum Offers Friday Fables and Storytelling

The Southern Ohio Museum
will feature Daisy and the Doll
by Michael Medearis and
Angela Shelf for its First
Friday Fable on June 5 at
10:30 a.m. Children ages 3 -5
and their parents are invited
to enjoy the story, a craft and
a snack during the hour-long
morning activity. Admission
is 50¢ per child for groups of
10 or more and $1 for
individuals. Daisy and the
Doll, beautifully illustrated
with paintings by Larry

Johnson, is the story of a
young African American girl
whose teacher gives her a
doll to hold while she recites
a poem about different
nationalities.

Also, Charlotte Blake
Alston, storyteller
extraordinaire, will present
traditional and contemporary
stories from African and
African American oral and
cultural traditions ina 7 p.m.
program at the Southern

Scioto County CAO Head StartHo | d s

Scioto County CAO Head
Start held their second
annual “Spring Fling” on
Thursday, April 2, 2009. The
focus for the evening was
science and literacy activities.
In room 1 the children
created a flower pot and
planted violas to take home
and observe the growing
process. In room 2, the
families enjoyed listening to
Brown Fish, Brown Fish, felt
board story, (reads like Brown
Bear, Brown Bear) and take
flannel pieces and the
supplies to create their own
fish story to read at home.

In room 3, a wordless,
sequence story called The
Egg Book was read with the
children and families
creating the story. In
classroom 4, families created
a face cup, added a sponge
and grass seed. The families
took home a grass sequence
card game to create. The
families further literacy

activities when they use
them at home and the fun
blossoms into a love of
reading. In the science room
there was hands on flubber
creating/play, gloop
creating/play, a treasure hunt
in rice for a writing pad, and
a large block of ice with
warm, colored water to drip
on it watching the colors mix.

A buy one get one free
scholastic book fair was open
and a free picture with the
Easter Bunny! Even the
Easter Bunny was literacy
friendly that night giving
each child a book called
Chick Life Cycle.

The fun and learning
continued outside with
parachute/egg play,
fingerprinting by Western-
Southern Insurance
Company, alpacas from
Scioto Valley Alpacas with
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Ohio Museum on Friday,
June 5. With her wide
repertoire, Alston’s programs
are adapted to any age
audience or grade level and
will complement the
Museum’s current Kricker
Gallery exhibition, “Along
Water Street: New Work by
Aminah Brenda Lynn
Robinson.”
Alston’s presentation is $4
for Museum members, youth
and seniors and $6 for the
general public. (Kay Bouyack,
kbouyack@roadrunner.com)

Admission to
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4H opportunities, a bike
maze with free bike helmet
and fitting by Lisa Roberts
from Portsmouth City Health
Department, an adoptable
pet and spay/neutering
information from Sierra’s
Haven. Life Ambulance
cooked and served hot dogs.
Portsmouth Public Library
brought the bookmobile and
goody bags for each family
and the opportunity to get a
library card.

(Kim Johnson,

kjohnson@sciotoheadstart.com)
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Literacy Changes Lives!

About the Literacy Council
Our Vision

The vision for the Literacy Council of Scioto County is to raise the literacy rate of
residents of Scioto County. The LCSD will be a driving force in the community:
communicating, collaborating and supporting literacy efforts among member
organizations, committees, and others.

Our Mission

The Literacy Council of Scioto County (LCSC) will strive to improve communication
among the various agencies, committees, school systems and other organizations that
are involved in local literacy efforts. Additionally, the LCSC is charged with
improving collaboration and efficiency of service delivery among the various
providers. The LCSC will strive to support the programs which address the low
literacy rate in the community and in the surrounding Scioto County.

Bobcats Boost Summer Reading

Green Jr./Sr. High School is
starting a summer reading
program for incoming 8t
grade students. Each 7
grade student at the end of
this school year will receive
a list of approved
Accelerated Reader books,
along with a guide
explaining what branch of
the library the students can
visit to borrow each book.
Also, Ms. Michelle
Singleton, 8t grade
Language Arts teacher, will
be hosting a book fair May
11t — 15t to celebrate Right
to Read Week. Many of the
book selections will be
available at the book fair for
students to purchase.

Through the summer
reading program, students
must choose two AR books
to read during their summer
break. Students must keep
reading logs and will
complete a summer reading
worksheet. Once the new
school year begins, students
will present one of their
novels to the class and will
take one AR test the first
week of school. The
teachers at Green are excited
about this program. Ms.
Singleton is certain that this
program will “increase
student vocabulary and
reading comprehension
levels.” (Megan E. Large
[megan.large@green.k12.0h.us)
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