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Literacy Council Message “Takes to the Road”

During the next several months an important message to parents and caregavdisgdgeir role in their
child’s education will appear along Scioto County’s roadways. Children are onermbghémportant assets in
our county! Thanks to a 2008 grant this billboard will be posted over the next several monthss3agenns
short and the photo that is used is descriptive.

Please Read To Us

We are the future
of Scioto County

¢ Literacy

ey Coungil of Scioto County

Funding provided by the Office of Ohio Attomey General Marc Dann.

SSU BASICS...Scores Three in a Row

Shawnee State University BASICS has been raie@rfhplary” by the Ohio Department of Education for the
third consecutive year. The rating is based upon the program meeting 15 out of 15 pedomeasures
dealing with student achievement and administrative requirements. Studeweaanewas based upon
academic progress rates, enrollment, retention, and students’ completiofs&ugpbaas getting jobs,
transitioning to further education, or obtaining GEDs.
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Story Lady Visits Portsmouth

Recently the Literacy Council of Scioto County participated in a Child Abuseien Awareness event

sponsored by Scioto County Child Protective Services. This was held at the He&kBtar on Hutchins
Street in Portsmouth. In spite of the more than chilly weather, the LCSC wa® gibbvide stories for those
children and families willing to sit for a few minutes. Books provided by Scioto Coantyly-Literacy and
Even Start programs were distributed to those participating. In addition, b6@&&narks were made available
as well. Marianna Dalton “Story Lady”, a visiting friend of Susan McCorimas Stafford, VA shared her
talents with the children by reading books including: It's Mi@krysanthemumand_Anansi the Spidéan
African folk tale) ; a giant book (shown in the photo) | Am an Appédes abig hit and Mrs. Dalton made apple
necklaces to give to the children.

Reach Out and Read Fundraiser Can Benefit Scioto County

Join the Ohio Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) and the OHtoF&fNndation foBreakfast

For Bookson Friday, May 30, 2008. Breakfast For Books is a fundraiser for Reach Out and Read Ohio. The
concept of Breakfast For Books is to introduce community and business professioaddition to physicians
and medical care providers, to the Reach Out and Read program in a fun, yet imépmmatner. This year’s
event will feature The Ohio State University Head Men'’s Basketball Coach, Tatal, ls guest reader of Dr.
Seuss’ classic, Green Eggs and Ham with help from his daughters.

Reach Out and Read (ROR) makes literacy promotion a standard part of pedratiiy pare, so that children
grow up with books and a love of reading. ROR is a national, evidence based eacly fiteggam designed to
take advantage of the existing structure of pediatric primary care, in pduiehts of young children have
regular one-to-one, developmentally focused visits with doctors and nurses. Desagyisits, pediatricians
provide advice and guidance to parents about the importance of reading and reading tdeir child, in
addition to providing new, developmentally appropriate books to each child from six monthsyesafise|d.

Ultimately, these funds will be available to Scioto County to establiReagh Out and Reasites.
For more information, contact Heather Hall, ROR Ol doalition Leader at hhall@ohioaap.org or (614)638258. You may also
register online at www.ohioaap.org.
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PAAC 2008-09 Theater Production Schedule for Students o f All Ages

Oct. 21, 2008: “Puss In Boots” (for grades PreK-4) — by Bits N Pieces fphet Theatre

Nov. 5 — 6, 2008: “Sticks N’ Stones” by Lyle Cogan — outreach performance on bullyifigr area schools*
(grades 1-3, 4-6)

Dec. 16, 2008: Beatrix Potter’s “The Tailor of Gloucester” (for grades Ksth) by TheatrelV

Jan. 29, 2009: “If you Give a Pig a Pancake and other story books” (for grades PreK-dy
TheatreWorksUSA

March 4, 2009: “Four Score and Seven Years Ago” (for grades 3-8) by ArtsPowe
*Please contact the PAAC office as soon as possible if you are interestejingothe outreach performance
“Sticks N’ Stones” to your school. PAAC is looking for grant funds for this in-schedbrmance.
For more information contact the Director of Portsmouth Area Arts Council ieCpppoletti at (740) 351-

3642 or by e-mail at dcoppoletti@shawnee.edu. For more general information abouvRAAGr website
at: www.portsmouthareaartscouncil.org

“Literacy Changes Lives: 2008” Campaign

Literacy Council of Scioto County Membership Committee Co-Chairs: Kay Btauyad Tess Midkiff are
planning to launch a July 2008 “membership campaign”. To sustain the Literacy Coyoaoil béay 2009,
funds must be raised to support the organization’s mission:

The Literacy Council of Scioto County is a grassroots non profit organizatioroghets and supports
community literacy efforts. Its primary goal is to serve as thadyst to improve the communication and
collaboration efforts of literacy service providers in Scioto County.

The vision of the organization is to create a community in which each individual hasdtidevel of literacy
skills needed to succeed.

Details will be made public as soon as they become available. Fundraising gisirimeediately to ensure
continuation of operations beyond May of 2009. We hope that you will plan to donate to this important
fundraising event to show your support of the Literacy Council.
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Opportunities for Early Literacy Programs and Adult Students

The National Center for Family Literacy is accepting applications #arly childhood programs to participate
in an innovative initiative based on the findings of the National Early LitédPacyel (NELP), which will be
released later this year.

Three to five programs will be selected to receive parent workshops aitegiand materials created by
NCFL, funded by the Dollar General Literacy Foundatiime deadline to complete the online application is
noon (Eastern Time), June 22.

Go towww.famlit.org/nelpfor more information.

This initiative will translate findings from the National Early Laey Panel’'s report into practical guidance for
early literacy practitioners and parents, which will result in improvedtitepractices and support for
preschool children.

The NELP report will provide the most comprehensive synthesis to date of sciesgédarch on the
development of early literacy in young children. Selected programs will Heedddy July 15.

In addition,NCFL invites adult students from family literacy programs to share pleesonal journeys with
educators at the 18th Annual National Conference on Family Literacy in Orldoddafto be held March 1-
3, 2009. Selected student speakers will receive a scholarship to attend the cermfie@tando. In addition,
information about speakers' programs will be included in press materialstlad@onference.

Please encourage your students to submit their success stavwdamlit.org/SubmitYourStory

News Brief...

Scioto Families Will Travel to Cincinnati

Portsmouth City Even Start and the Bloom Vernon Family Literacy Progrdrnenthking a combined trip to
the Cincinnati Zoo in June.

Thanks to Literacy Council Founder !!!

The Literacy Council of Scioto County would like to thank Jan Broughton, superintendenfalrtieouth
City Schools as one of the founders of the LCSC for her ideas, work and dedication edlesisiine Literacy
Council of Scioto County became a reality. Ms. Broughton has accepted a pasisioperintendent of the
Logan EIm Local Schools in Circleville. We congratulate her on this new appoiname extend our sincere
thanks! In addition to Jan Broughton, Randy Arnett, president and CEO of SOMC and RicRiMorris,
president of SSU were instrumental to ensure that the LCSC was off tat stgréd We really appreciate your
vision for this important initiative!
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In Case You Did Not Received This...
News from Washington, D.C.

National Commission on Adult Literacy Report ComingJune 28". A major new report is due from
the National Commission on Adult Literacy on Jush2 The Commission is an independent panel pf
business, labor, government, education, and lijelesders pulled together by Dollar General and the
Council for Advancement of Adult Literacy (CAAL).dinmission members have been working on the
issue of adult literacy since July 2006. The reexpected to generate considerable attentichen
issue.ProLiteracy will keep you informed of all the detals.

FY 2009 Budget With the presidential election in November, it sedess and less likely that
Congress will approve a budget this year, so D@&ns doubt that appropriations bills will be
finalized. The more likely scenario is that the gument will run on continuing resolutions — joint
resolutions that Congress passes so Federal agemeprograms can keep operating until regular
appropriations bills are approved and enactedstiflsimportant to keep in touch with membersoé t
Labor Health and Human Services appropriations citi@enduring this time, however; ProLiteracy
President and CEO David Harvey has been on theabvibcating for a nearly $200 million increase in
Workforce Investment Act, Title Il money availatitelocal programs through state grants “just in
case” the committee does take action on appropnisti

Workforce Investment Act (WIA) It also isn't likely that WIA reauthorization wibe passed this
year. Thebill, which makes money available for local aduske education and literacy programs
through Title II, hasn't been reauthorized sincO20n some states, that's created issues relattdubt
law’s equitable access requirement — rather thapeeids for grants, some states are refunding the
same programs year after year. ProLiteracy is stipgoHR 2214 Adults Achieving the American
Dream Act of 2007,which reauthorizes WIA Title I, expands Even §tand establishes a national
research and development center for adult literexdyoduced by Rep. Reuben Hinojosa (D-TX) a yejar
ago, the bill hasn't had much action because kddipartisan support. The new legislation that the
National Commission on Adult Literacy is expectegtopose could elance WIA Title 1l and serve
as a “place holder,” giving ProLiteracy and fellavembers of the National Coalition for Literacy m
time to get support for Hinojosa’s hill next year.

Literacy, Vocational Training Reduces Recidivismlhe head of Federal Prison Industries(FPI)— 3
program providing inmates with jobs, literacy skiland job training — linked literacy services and
vocational training to recidivism and other positsocial effects when he testified last week betioee
House Judiciary Subcommittee on Crime, Terroriamd, ldomeland Security. Paul Laird told
representatives that prisoners must have their $ggbol diploma or GED or be in the process of
getting a GED to join FPI. One year after theieaale, prisoners who took part in FPI were 14 pérce
more likely to have a job and 35 percent lessyikelreturn to prison than non FPI participants.tt)p
12 years after release, FPI participants were 2depeless likely to return to prison.

=)

Financial Literacy part of Student Loan Act. Sen. Chris Dodd (D-CT) introduced S. 2894, the
Private Student Loan Transparency and Improvement At last week. In addition to detailing
requirements for private lenders that protect sttalesho receive private student loans, the bib als
calls for financial literacy programs to be eva@thind effective programs promoted. Specifically,
section 401 calls for the Treasury Secretary tatifleprograms that promote or enhance financial
literacy for college students; evaluate the prograeffectiveness, and promote the programs ideatifi
as most effective. This bill is expected to go pae-Dodd is Chairman of the Senate Banking,
Housing and Urban Affairs Committee and the bil baen reported out of committee, where it passed
unanimously. The Committee has been working ont#isince last year and it's now on the Senate|
legislative calendar.
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ProLiteracy: U.S. Must Address Adult Literacy to Improve Children’s Literacy

(May 6, 2008, Syracuse, NYJ- The leader of the largest adult literacy organization in the UnitéelsStaid today that
President Bush’s $1 billion a year Reading First program failed bec#@uwoes not take into account the literacy skills of
parents.” “Learning to read doesn’t take place in the classroom.dtdregins before a child enters school and continues
at the end of the school day when parents and caregivers reinforcadimg rnd comprehension skills developed in
school,” said David C. Harvey, president and CEO of ProLiteracy. “And in c&s8s, the children who need special
reading programs have parents who are struggling readers.”

A report issued by the Department of Education last week determinedetidin® First did not help low income students
in grades one, two, and three better understand what they had read as it wasl ¢aiEcwhen it was created as part of
the 2002 No Child Left Behind law. Several lawmakers and federal ingstgclaimed the failure was due in part to
reports of potential conflict of interest and management problems prabgeam.

Harvey, however, pointed to research that shows children of parents who aregueos are far more likely to become
poor readers than children whose parents have strong literacy BR#l2003 National Assessment of Adult Literacy,
also conducted on behalf of the Department of Education, estimated that 80 adllilts in the U.S. can barely read and
write and that many of those individuals fall into the low income category.

“This is a perfect example of what ProLiteracy has said about No CHil@&kind all along — that pouring all our
efforts and financial resources into the K-12 public school system isn't enoagldress this country’s literacy issue,”
Harvey said. “There’s an intergenerational aspect of liteaadyif we don’t help the parents, we won'’t be doing enough
to help children.”

Adult basic education and literacy programs and Even Start, which litkeasy programs for low income parents and
their children, have been rated “effective” by the Office of Budget and Mamag using its Program Assessment Rating
Tool. It is the highest rating a program can achieve and indicatebehatoigram has set ambitious goals, achieves
results, is well-managed, and improves efficiency.

“And yet funding for adult literacy has taken a $10 million hit in the pagtral years and the current administration
keeps trying to end all funding to Even Start, while pouring millions into iRg&drst. That makes no sense to me,”
Harvey said. “Child literacy and adult literacy are intertwined dadhécessary that both be given adequate resources.”

Harvey said ProLiteracy will continue to call for a restoratiorhef$10 million cut from state grants for adult basic
education and literacy programs, and to demand that additional resourdesdtecko adult literacy in the FY 2009
budget. “We’re not against funding literacy programs for children,ugsthat ProLiteracy’s more than 70 years in the
adult literacy field and our more than 3,500 individual and organizational meki@wv that these programs won'’t be as
effective if the parents have been left behind,” he said.

About ProLiteracy

ProLiteracy supports adults and young people in the U.S. and internationally wearaieg to read, write, and do basic
math by training instructors, publishing instructional materials, andcating for resources and public policies that
support them. ProLiteracy represents more than 3,000 organizational anduadmembers in the U.S. and works with
125 nongovernmental agencies in 65 countries in Asia, Africa, Latin Amaridahe Middle East. The sale of materials
produced by ProLiteracy’s publishing division, New Readers Press, suppoogtarps and services. For more
information, please go wwww.proliteracy.orgor www.newreaderspress.com

The Literacy Council of Scioto County The Letter May 2008
6



NATURE LITERACY AT SHAWNEE STATE PARK s A
AR
ERA
SATURDAY May 17 n
1:00 Visit Shawnee Park Officdor an informative session with some of mative reptiles.
4:00 Animals of Shawnee Come learn about the wonderful lives of Shawnee’s abundant

wildlife. Meet at Park Office.
SATURDAY May 24
12:00-3:00  Join us at the Nature Center for the®ipeek of the season.  Meet our new
slithering snakes.

5:00 Hungry? — Munch your way through the woods with our naturalist on a wild edible hike.
Meet at the Campstore
8:00 Birds of the Night. Meet at the Park Officefor a stroll into the woods to listen for

songs of the night.
SATURDAY May 31
12:00-3:00  Nature Center OpenCome on over and see our critters.
3:30 Crazy Creek Crawl Meet at the Nature Center. Be prepared to get wet.
5:00 FishingFundamentals. Learn the basics on a fishing excurdleet at the Nature
Center to pick up your pole or bring your own.

All activities are subject to change according to weather conditions or uafeseen circumstances.
All children under age 14 must be accompanied by an adult.

For more information contact: Jenny Richards Shawnee State Park Natural at 740-858-6652

Mark Your Calendars

September 18—The Women’s Center at Shawnee State University and the Literacy Couscibtd County
will be sponsoring: Dr. Ruby Payne as a keynote speaker. The topic will be her boolstahdiag the
Framework of PovertyThis is a must for all educators.

October 22" —The Literacy Council and several others (TBA) present: Bridges out oftPostategies for
Communities and Professionalsis free one-day workshop is based on a book of the same title by Dr. Ruby
Payne, Terie Dreussi Smith, and Phil DeVol. Continuing Education units will beldga#amust for

everyone.

Visit this websitehttp://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyld=89743505&sc=emaf
NPR StoryCorps Recording America®@oogle: Joseph Buford NPR STORYCORPS and clickearning to
Read after Decades Brings Jayhis is a recording that is well worth listening to.
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New Story Time at Southern Ohio Museum Connects Children to Art

Friday Fablesthe Southern Ohio Museum’s new monthly story time, is off to a triumphant start.rsthe fi
installment of the program drew a crowd of 75 people, including preschool groups, home-schédrieal, chi
and individual families.

Friday Fableswill be held the first Friday of every month and will relate directly taaréxhibit at the
museum. The program is intended to help pre-school and early elementary schockaumtianect to the
exhibitions through story. The key, said deputy director Lily Richards, “is fairehilto hear the story in the
presence of the artwork so that they can more easily draw connections betwe#dmewlhear and what they
see.”

The firstFriday Fableswas held on Friday, April 4, 2008 at 10:30 a.m. in the Kricker Gallery and featured
Courtney Speck, a veteran of Cirque d’Art Theatre, dramatizing Katie Medtaghessionistsa children’s
book by James Mayhew. Even young children were able to make the connection bedwesentings of
Midwestern Visions of Impressionisurrounding them in the gallery and the story they were hearing.

In the second installment, Courtney Speck read Last Night | Dreameclig €iby Maya Gottfried and
Robert Rahway Zakanitch, against the backdrop of Clarence Carter’sttietned paintings. The program
also included live circus performers and attendees were given the oppounytput circus tricks
themselves.

“We are really excited about tReday Fablesprogram,” said the museum’s performing arts curator Pegi
Wilkes. “The feedback we have received thus far has been universally positive.”

“Next month the program will take place in the Wertz gallery amid the Art &rheents collection. The
theme will be Native American and will again provide kids with a fictionalatiae that helps them interpret
the exhibit,” continued Wilkes.

TheFriday Fablesprogram is free, but reservations are appreciated. A small snack is provided to the
students. Call 740/354-5629 for reservations.

The Southern Ohio Museum gratefully acknowledgesrajing support from the Scioto Foundation, theoOkits Council and the
Museum’s individual and corporate members.

The museum is located at 825 Gallia Street indfmytith. Museum hours are Tuesday through Friday.ih0—5 p.m. and Saturday
1-5 p.m. The museum is closed on Sunday, Mondaystatd holidays. Admission is free.
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How to Support the Literacy Council

SRR

As a 501 (c) (3) non profit organization the Literacy Council of Scioto County is in tfopdsi accept your
donations allowable by law.

Contributions to the LCSC would demonstrate your support to implement the mission étaeyl Council of
Scioto County for activities, promotional materials, events, and programs to impeoaeyl competencies in
Scioto County; and for the sustainability of the organization.

Funds are needed to implement the long range plans of the Literacy Council ofC3mioty to bring
awareness of literacy services to those in need throughout the county.

Donations may be made to
Literacy Council of Scioto County
P.O. Box 293
Portsmouth, OH 45662

For More Information Contact:
Susan J. McComas, Director

P.O. Box 293
Portsmouth, OH 45662  740-351-3514

smccomas@literacyscioto.org

Don’t miss exciting updates and organization information on the LCSC website:

The LCSC Board of Trustees meet the® Tuesday of each month (except December) @ 4:00 p.m. in
Conference Room 253, Main Floor Clark Memorial Library, SSU.

The LCSC reserves the right
to edit or add to the content [T
of the article/information
submitted for the newsletter
where required, although we
try to make this as minimal
as possible.
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