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(Portsmouth, OH) Visual literacy is a powerful tool in today’s world that is ruled by television, advertising, 
computer and multi-media imagery. With its guided tour program for students and adults, the Southern Ohio 
Museum strives to develop skills in visual literacy for all ages. Elementary, high school and college teachers 
are invited to engage classes in a variety of tour formats, including a standard one-hour tour of all exhibits or 
expanded tours which include hands-on studio art projects or performing arts workshops designed to connect 
and enhance the exhibition concepts. 
 
Trained docents, or tour guides, encourage students to truly “see” the art on display through an inquiry-based 
approach. Exploratory questions prompt viewers to respond to all kinds of art, cultivating proficiency in 
observation and analysis. The comfortable and informal atmosphere of the tours stresses that there is no wrong 
answer when students are responding intellectually and emotionally to the art forms. The more they practice 
these skills, the better students become at picking up on details which reveal the artists’ ability to depict objects, 
people and scenes, as well as their process, techniques and implied message. The students’ improved capacity 
for analytical examination translates readily to other aspects of their education and lives. 
 
Last fall I was amazed when I conducted a tour of a nature photography show with fifth graders from a Scioto 
County school who dissected each photograph as though they were looking at it through a microscope and did it 
with great relish. Congratulations to their teacher who is effectively teaching those students “to see”! 
 
The “seeing” part is only a portion of a tour’s objective. Often students are asked to explore relationships 
between the artworks in one exhibit and those on display in other galleries by completely different artists, 
frequently in the Museum’s permanent collections.  This exercise encourages them to compare and contrast, 
sharpen critical thinking abilities and apply criteria or specific concepts to different situations.  
 
All of these tour experiences empower students in the art of self-expression. They become relaxed in discussing 
the exhibit art and conveying their ideas to their peers. The Museum education staff can also tailor tour 
experiences to include writing assignments based upon the exhibits or storytelling activities which further 
improve the students’ communication abilities.  
 
Like verbal and written literacy, visual literacy is an important aptitude to acquire for life, and the Southern 
Ohio Museum’s educational tour program exists to help educators and students see the world around them 
clearly and discriminately. Exhibit tours may be scheduled by contacting Pegi Wilkes or Lauralee Webster at 
(740) 354-5629. 
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(Lucasville, OH)  The Southern Ohio Correctional Facility (SOCF) has initiated a pilot literacy program based 
on the need to address inmates experiencing great difficulty reading or writing.  The program started as an 
action research project for Marilyn Kalb, a teacher at SOCF.  Data was gathered in December 2006 and 
indicated over one hundred inmates were reading or writing below third grade level. Twenty-five inmates were 
interviewed and the research indicated a pattern of low reading scores in conjunction with the inmate having 
attended special education classes in the past. 
 
Recently, Dr. Jerry McGlone, the Ohio Central School System Superintendent, visited SOCF to further 
investigate the data and discuss the research findings with Ms. Kalb.  It was agreed a pilot program would be 
initiated and further data would be collected concerning the overwhelming problem of illiteracy in the 
correctional facility.  
 
At present, four inmates receive thirty minutes of individualized instruction in reading and writing on a weekly 
basis. Their reading scores range from 1.0 to 3.0 according to the TABE Assessment Testing Program.  All 
inmates are responding positively to the program and it is hoped that the program will be expanded in the future 
to assist additional inmates. 
 
The idea for the program was suggested by correction officers who saw a need in the area of literacy and Ms. 
Kalb’s project was dedicated to the correction officers at SOCF for their insight and professionalism concerning 
the project. 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Portsmouth Public Library to Participate in the 
Ohio Ready to Read Initiative !! 
 
Ohio libraries including the Portsmouth Public Library  
are partnering with the Ohio Library Council and the State 
Library of Ohio to make sure that all children in Ohio are 
ready to read by the time they reach kindergarten.  
According to a study conducted by the Carnegie Foundation 
of New York, roughly 35% of children in the United States 
enter school without the skills necessary for learning to 
read.  Public libraries will work with the community 
through head starts, daycares, clinics and individual 
families. 
 
In the fall of 2008, the Portsmouth Public Library  will 
begin offering free training sessions to the community. 
Participants will learn about the six basic early literacy skills 
children need starting at birth as well as an introduction to 
songs, rhymes and fingerplays.  For more information, 
please contact Paige Williams, Youth Services Coordinator, 
at 354-5263 or pwilliams@yourppl.org   
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On January 19th Join the Shawnee Crew as they venture to the Hocking Hills for a winter hike.  
For details contact Hocking Hills State Park at 740-385-6842. 
  
On January 26th  there will be a Section Hike – Enjoy another segment of the Shawnee Backpack Trail.  This  
five mile stretch from Forest Rd. 5 to Forest Rd. 2 will consist of several small climbs and one steep pull taking  
in a beautiful valley of Hemlocks and a rushing stream.  Please come prepared for inclement weather with  
layeredclothing and sturdy boots.  All hikes begin at 10:00am at the Shawnee Lodge Lobby. For more  
information contact Jenny or Kevin at Shawnee State Park Office 740-858-6652. 
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The Rotary Club of Portsmouth has just finished its Third Annual Dictionary Project.  The project began three 
years ago to celebrate the 100th anniversary of Rotary as an international organization and was then adopted as 
an annual project.  Increasing literacy is a goal of Rotary International and a special focus of the local Rotary 
Club of Portsmouth. 
 
As part of the project, dictionaries are distributed - at no cost - to every 6th grade student in Scioto 
County.  Rotarians deliver the boxes to area schools each year and in some cases are given the opportunity to go 
to the classroom and offer instruction in the use of the dictionaries.  This program has been well received by 
area schools and students. According to Beverly Cain, Portsmouth Public Library and project chairman “In 
2007, one thousand and twenty three (1023) dictionaries were given to students”. 
 
 

  
 
Pictured with the dictionaries @ Wheelersburg Elementary in 2007 are Rotary Club members (L to R): Rick Mayne, General Manager 
WNXT Radio; Stephanie Neff, Marketing Manager at Best Care Nursing and Rehab Center, Rotary President; and Susan McComas, 
Director, Literacy Council of Scioto County. During their visit the team challenged the students to some word find races during their 
recent visit. 
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The Literacy Council of Scioto County in cooperation with and support of Portsmouth Metropolitan Housing Authority 
(PMHA) are continuing to lay the groundwork for a pilot program for adult new readers in Scioto County. 	
	
George Horsley, Executive Director of PMHA and Susan McComas, Director, LCSC are working on a project. 
This is a program that will help adults in Scioto County who read at very low levels or can’t read at all learn to 
read. The targeted population is the twenty-four percent of adults ages 16 and older in Scioto County who are 
only Level 1 readers. Reading skills of adults at Level 1 usually indicate that an individual can sign their name, 
identify a country in a short article, or locate an expiration date on a driver’s license. There is difficulty locating 
an intersection on a map or completing a job application.  
 
This project is of particular interest to PMHA because of the difficulty that PMHA residents have reading 
documents that affect their housing security and safety. Through the generosity of PMHA many adults in our 
county will have the opportunity to benefit. 
 
Training is scheduled for March 27th and 28th from 9:00 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. at the PMHA Hudson House 
meeting room located at 610 5th Street, Portsmouth. This tutor training is open to the public. It is FREE and 
refreshments and lunch will be provided on both days. The tutor will receive a Certificate of Completion 
provided by the certified ProLiteracy America trainer.  
 
It is our hope that adults in the community who want to learn to read will respond by contacting the Literacy 
Council office. Tutors and students can then be matched following the students’ reading level assessment for 
appropriate materials. 
 
There are so many reasons that adults need to learn to read and we must encourage and promote opportunities 
such as this to assist the non or low level reader to want to learn to read. An overall improvement in the quality 
of life is a very good reason. According to the National Institute of Literacy State of Literacy in America 1998 
43% of adults in the U.S. survey reading at Level 1 are living in poverty. 
 
Your time, approximately 1-2 hours per week, and your interest is desperately needed and this is a great and 
rare opportunity to become a literacy tutor for adults. There is no expiration date on the ProLiteracy certificate. 
Receive the training now and become matched later. For more information contact the Literacy Council of 
Scioto County office:  351-3514 or email smccomas@literacyscioto.org  If you are interested in learning more 
about ProLiteracy America visit: www.proliteracy.org 
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· Second and Seven Foundation coming to Scioto County. Visit: www.secondandseven.com  (more on page: 5) 
· Literacy Council of Scioto County receives $3,000.00 Settlement Fund grant from Ohio Atty. General Marc Dann. 

This funding will be used for the organization’s social marketing plan to promote literacy services in Scioto 
Co.(Page 5) 

· Local organizations applying for The Big Read funding for 2009 activities (more details in February) 
Visit:  http://www.neabigread.org/index.php  
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(Lucasville, Ohio)  For the first time since before 1993, the Southern Ohio Correctional Facility (SOCF) held a 
celebration of academic success for offender students that involved family participation.  The family 
participation demonstrated an important aspect in the realization of the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and 
Correction’s reentry initiative.   
 
The annual graduation ceremony was held on Monday, November 19, 2007, and involved fifty-eight students 
receiving certificates for the completion of ABLE, Pre-GED, or GED curriculum.  Over thirty-five friends and 
family members attended to celebrate the educational accomplishments of the students.  The main speaker for 
the event was Denise Justice, President of the Ohio Correction Education Association.  A highlight of the event 
was having twenty-seven students receive their GED while wearing a robe that traditionally signifies 
graduation.  Afterwards, the GED graduates had the opportunity to have photographs taken and to visit with 
their families.   
 
This celebration was held to inspire and motivate the offenders at SOCF to reach the goal of obtaining a GED, a 
valuable tool in becoming a productive citizen. 
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Do You Know the Reading Skill Levels of Your Co-Workers or Employees? 

Warning Signs of Low Level Reading Skills in the Work Place 

· Business letters may contain errors in grammar, punctuation, or sentence structure and must be checked 
and rewritten by others. If the correspondence is mailed to customers it may give an incorrect and/or 
poor perception of the organization.  

· E-mail messages and memos may lack a consistent, professional look that the organization 
requires. Casual language, spelling errors, slang is a common problem for internal and external 
customer service.  

· Employees are not familiar with important company guidelines because the employee policy manual is 
written at a higher reading level than their own.  

· Workers whose jobs require them to read large amounts of information in order to solve problems 
or to produce reports get behind schedule by reading too slowly. They need to strengthen their 
reading skills so that they can read and locate information more quickly.  

· Chemicals or other products are sometimes mixed inaccurately. Workers are not sure what the 
chemicals are or how to determine ratios and make conversions.  By guessing, this may contribute to 
workplace injuries.  

· Materials for production are under-estimated or over-ordered because someone didn't know how to 
calculate the quantity needed for the job.  

--------------------------------------------------- 

OHIO CHAPTER , AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS  
OPEN FORUM MEETING  

Friday, February 8, 2008 
9:15 am – 1 pm 

Ohio University - Baker University Center 
 

Panel 1: Topic 1: Early Literacy: Putting books into the hands of low-income children 
9:20 – 10:40 am 

   Panel 2: Topic 2: Healthy and Fit: What pediatricians, parents, schools, and   
   communities can do               

11:20 am – 12:40 pm 

For more information and To register : Contact: Karen Kirk, Ohio AAP, 450 W. Wilson Bridge Rd., Suite 215, 
Worthington, OH 43085, fax to 614-846-4025, or e-mail kkirk@ohioaap.org   Questions?  614-846-6258 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

    

Teach an Adult to Read 
Free Tutor Training March 27-28 
Call to register by March 7th    351-3514 
 Receive a ProLiteracy Certificate 
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Teach an Adult to Read 
Tutor Training March 27-28 
FREE !  Call now to register! 
                      351-3514 
Receive a ProLiteracy Certificate of Completion! 
                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to Support the Literacy Council 
$$$$$$$ 

 
As a 501 (c) (3) non profit organization the 
Literacy Council of Scioto County is able to 
accept your donations allowable by law.  
 
Contributions to the LCSC would demonstrate 
your support to implement the mission of the 
Literacy Council of Scioto County for activities, 
promotional materials, events, and programs to 
improve literacy competencies in Scioto County; 
and for the sustainability of the organization.  
 
A social marketing plan is being developed and 
funds will be needed to implement this program to 
bring awareness of literacy services to those in 
need throughout the county. 
Donations may be made to:  
Literacy Council of Scioto County  
P.O. Box 293 
Portsmouth, OH  45662 
 

The LCSC reserves the 
right to edit or add to the 
content of the 
article/information 
submitted for the 
newsletter where required, 
although we try to make 
this as minimal as possible  

The Literacy Council of Scioto County is 
providing a great opportunity for you to 
become involved in this organization. 
 
Would you be interested in working on the 
following committees? 
 

· Public Outreach/Media/Marketing 
· Literacy Tutor recruitment 
· Event Planning 
· Fundraising 
· Promote Professional Development 

opportunities  
 
 
This is your opportunity to be a great influence 
on the activities and ACTION of the Literacy 
Council of Scioto County. 
 

For More Information Contact:  
 
Susan J. McComas, Director 
P.O. Box 293   
Portsmouth, OH  45662     740-351-3514 
                 
    smccomas@literacyscioto.org 
 

                            
 
Don’t miss exciting updates and     
information on the LCSC website:  
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The LCSC Board of Trustees meet the 4th 
Tuesday of each month (except December) @ 
4:00 p.m. in Conference Room 253, Main Floor 
Clark Memorial Library, SSU. 
 


