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Early Childhood S.M.I.L.E. Club Brings Smiles to the Faces of Children

Submitted by: Cindy Ferguson, Director Shawnee State University LearamgrC

The Early Childhood S.M.I.L.E. Club (Supporting Maturing Intelligence in hiegrEducators) is a Shawnee
State University Campus Club committed to outreach and volunteer support acrosspihe aagncampus
community. During the fall semester they volunteered to inspire literacsehtirgy an arctic environment for
the Scholastic Book Fair themed “Book Fair Blizzard” at the Dr. Millééé&nevieve Toombs Shawnee State
University Children’s Learning Center (CLC). The Center, with an enrolimie84 children, is markedly
smaller than any public school program, however, as book fair sales go, they ar¢hemaast successful in
the state of Ohio based on how Scholastic defines success, which is the averageo&vook dollars sold per
enrollee. The state average is $5.00-10.00 per enrollee. At the CLC, the av&24)€60 in book sales per
enrollee, not because the children are wealthier than any other area atehbugtbecause of created
environments that are inspiring, and because of a clear and consistent emphasisloe tfereading.

Why not “hit the road,” be inspired, and explore a large selection of books? Thebe wiktat reads for every
person in the family by some of the best authors and illustrators in children’s pubpligien you take a
Reading Road TripFebruary 25th-29th, 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.mat Shawnee State University Children’s
Learning Center on the corner ¢f @and UnionStreets, Portsmoutfor more information about the SSU
Children’s Learning Center call: 355-2252

Two early childhood majors are constructing anagtatranc Literacy Counts in Every Language: Volunteer Frenc
to Book Fair Blizzard at the Dr. Miller & Genevief®@ombs Teacher, Genevieve Toombs gratent volunteer, Brenda
Shawnee State University Children’s Learning Center Willis, sharing a wordless French story from a Erebook

during French class.
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First Stop Aboard the Polar Express Green Elementary Library!

All Green Elementary students, grades 3-6, recently climbed aboard th&Rmless for a fun-filled pajama
party. To celebrate the reading of Chris Van Allsburg's award-winning booledilaeExpressstudents
enjoyed a morning literacy event jam-packed with activities including®@hristmas games, Polar Express
Pictionary, conductor corn hole, and Smart Board online holiday trivia. Students alsaicbbd fun with
games and puzzles, and made an ornament craft. Everyone attending enjoyecddhs tet chocolate
provided by the Second Street Dari Creme in Portsmouth.

The students particularly enjoyed visiting the Green High School library roediar and interacting with the
numerous high school students who helped with the four-day event. By helping daily with thisexkents

in Mrs. Rita Neal's Service Learning class added to their wide colheatiservice learning projects already
completed this year. Mrs. Stephanie Born, the Green Local Library NBeeiaalist, also enlisted the help of
the Green High School Book Club members and library workers employed through Ms. AmoWwissgrouth
Employment Services program. Additionally, Mrs. Tricia Kestner's deaf addoh&earing students helped
with the program and also provided interpreting services to elementary stutierasenhearing impaired.

Mrs. Born and Mrs. Sara Patten, the Green Elementary library aide, wautd thank all who showed support
for Green Local School District's literacy efforts by helping witls fan holiday event.

The First Book Chapter in Scioto County has
received notice that it will receive $4,000.00 in
Border Gift Cards to grant to programs that
have participated in the grant process in the
past. This money comes as the Borders Book
stores Holiday Campaign. Border’s raised
more than 1 million dollars for First Book's
local efforts.

You can contact Charlotte Moore at 574-8124
or Linda Browne at 355-4412 for more
information about the First Book local
organization and fund raising efforts.

$4,000.00 = Lots of Books

SMaN big
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Submitted by Lindsey Kegley Literacy Specialist Portsmouth Elemeiairy

The Morning Star Presbytery Parish, comprised of First and Second Priesbgterrches, has taken on the
mission to promote the joy of reading to Portsmouth Elementary students. Vidareeeager to begin their
mission by sharing their favorite childhood books with students.

This will begin as a read aloud program. The goal of the program is to bringeeykiiito classrooms for

‘read alouds’ to entice and encourage children to read. It is hoped that the read alcard pidgrvolve into
more; such as book drives and listening to students read. There are endless pesaitdlitith the help of
these enthusiastic volunteers the Portsmouth Elementary students will cateddihg fever.

r #

An outstanding example of a collaborative project has hit the desksiMiéiwest this month in the form of a grant
proposal. The National Endowment of the Affthe Big Readcould be coming to Scioto County in 2009.

SSU Clark Memorial Library, Portsmouth Public Library, SSU TheateaBent, Portsmouth Area Arts Council,
Southern Ohio Museum, Southern Ohio Performing Arts Association, the kiteoamcil of Scioto County and the Ohio
River Valley Youth Corrections Facility, Great Dames Book Discussioui; Center for Alternative Progressive
Education, Scioto County Juvenile Detention Center, and the Portsmouth M&troplousing Authority are among the
many partners who will be participating in this 2009 community project.

The novelTo Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee will be the centerpiece for activities and ewvedisding theater
productions, national renown keynote speaker, theater artist in resideschdols), art exhibits, book discussions,
speakers, poetry readings, and film showings will be available throughadrtimunity on SSU campus, libraries,
schools, and the museum.

The Big Read project has been developed to revitalize literaayropulations of lapsed and reluctant readers with a focus

on male adolescents. The proposal met all of the requirements to b&aaBigommunity especially confirmation from
the local media. The grantees will be announced in April. We will keep adenrg apprised of the grant status.

Literacy Council of Scioto County The Letter February 2008 3



% & (g
You Can Be a Part of the Plan to Improve Literacy in Scioto County

Adult Literacy Tutor Training is scheduled for March 27th ant 28m 9:00 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. at the
Portsmouth Metropolitan Housing Authority Hudson House community room located &t Gifest,
Portsmouth. This tutor training is open to the public. RREE and refreshments and lunch will be provided
on both days. Participants will receive a Certificate of Completion providduelgettifiedProLiteracy
Americatrainer.

There are so many reasons that adults need to learn to read and we must @acalpagmote opportunities
such as this to assist the non or low level reader to want to learn to read. An overall ingotanethe quality
of life is a very good reason. According to the National Institute of Liye®aate of Literacy in America 1998
43% of adults in the U.S. survey reading at Level 1 are living in poverty.

Your time, approximately 1-2 hours per week, and your interest is desperaegdrand this is a great and
rare opportunity to become a literacy tutor for adults. There is no expirat®om#be ProLiteracy certificate
Receive the training now and become matched later. For more information coataitétacy Council of
Scioto County office:351-3514or emailsmccomas@literacyscioto.ord you are interested in learning morg
about ProLiteracy America visitvww.proliteracy.org

This is a New Reader program that will help adults in Scioto County who read dwdeyels or can’t read g
all learn to read. The targeted population is the twenty-four percent of adults ageisal@ea in Scioto County
who are only Level 1 readers. Reading skills of adults at Level 1 usuallgtadiat an individual can sign
their name, identify a country in a short article, or locate an expiratiorodaelriver’s license. There is
difficulty locating an intersection on a map, reading a medicine bottle, or ciimgpdejob application.

Portsmouth Metropolitan Housing Authority has a continuing interest in promotiragiitdt is important to
tenants for safety and housing security.

Volunteer Tutor Training is made possible through the partnership of the Portsmouth Metropolitan Housing Authority and
the Literacy Council of Scioto County. Pictured from left to right: George Horsley, Executive Director PMHA and Susan
McComas, Director Literacy Council of Scioto County
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Literacy Council of Scioto County Receives Grant fo r Marketing

The Literacy Council of Scioto County has received a grant of $3,000 from the QhineAt General’
Discretionary Fund to assist in the development of literacy awareness.

Formed in 2004 through the combined efforts of the Southern Ohio Medical Center, Sha
State University and the Portsmouth City Schools, the Literacy Countuétgoal is to serve as the
catalyst to improve communication and collaboration between literacy servicdgsothroughout
Scioto County and to support and promote existing literacy programs.

Since she was hired in July, 2007, LCSC Literacy Council Director Susan McCwas worke
to identify and document many quality literacy services available fairehnil families and individuals
throughout Scioto County. McComas stresses that it is critical to publicizetiselvpromote and
support the available services in order to reach the target population they areorsearg.tTo do so,
she proposes to design and implement a social marketing plan which the Settlememnafuwdl helg
to instigate.

“The marketing plan is about spreading the great news: help is heretochusae,” said
McComas. “The Literacy Council is very grateful for this SettlememtdFgrant which will help to
launch a literacy awareness campaign.”

The marketing plan involves public relations approaches as a way to convey ntemthgea
messages about literacy services; outreach programs through events, indimdaetis and networks
designed to recruit the target population; advertising to bring the messageaafliservices to the
community through mass media and customized public service announcements ttaegeact
populations and family embers to the many services available which will move them toward img
employment and education.

The marketing project will simultaneously bring awareness to areadsssis, potential
volunteers, organizations and individuals concerning the “state of literacyiato &pounty, offer the
means to remedy and improve the problems and identify the benefits and outcomds@qtaor
McComas.

“It is the intention of the LCSC to communicate to the public the value that improsestyi
will add to their quality of life,” concluded McComas. “The Settlement Fund ivas ¢ CSC a
valuable impetus toward the achievement of that goal.”

Written by Kay Bouyack,
LCSC Trustee

I Teach an Adult to Read I
; Free Tutor Training March 27-28

. Call to register by March 7" 351-3514 |
| Receive a ProLiteracy Certificate I
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Second and Seven Foundation Coming to Scioto County

The Literacy Council of Scioto County is coordinating a spdtegl Rally for Literacy. The Second and Seven
Foundation aimed at tackling illiteracy will be visiting Scioto County thislApl second graders in the

county will invited to participate in Bep Rally for Literacy. Sport celebrities could include OSU Buckeye
athletes, former Buckeyes who are now NFL players.

Pep Rally activities will include the celebrities talking to the studentstabeumportance of reading. They
will read the book to the students and each student will receive a new book to keep and takedhemzy.
Through the generosity of the Second and Seven Foundation almost 1,000 books will be distribatedtito s

graders in Scioto County. Visittww.secondandseven.cohe football celebrities will be available for
autographs and photo opportunities.
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Coming Soon To the Portsmouth Public Library. For additional information cat 353-5834

“Reel” Moments in Black History February 21, 2:00-4:00 p.m. Copley Meeting Room
Chocolate, Poetry & Prose February 26, 5:30-6:30 p.m. Copley Meeting Room
“Reel” Moments in Black History February 28, 3:00-5:00 p.m. Copley Meeting Room

News Brief...

September 18'- Dr. Ruby Payne will be the evening keynote speaker on the SSU campus to pres

her: “A Framework to Understanding Poverty” Sponsored by SSU Women’s Center. Mark your
calendars!
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The Literacy Council of Scioto County is
providing a great opportunity for you to
become involved in this organization.

Would you be interested in working on the
following committees?

Public Outreach/Media/Marketing
Literacy Tutor recruitment

Event Planning

Fundraising

Promote Professional Development
Opportunities

This isyour opportunity to be a great influence
on the activities andCTION of the Literacy
Council of Scioto County.

How to Support the Literacy Council
$$$$$$S

As a 501 (c) (3) non profit organization the
Literacy Council of Scioto County is able to
accept your donations allowable by law.

Contributions to the LCSC would demonstrate
your support to implement the mission of the
Literacy Council of Scioto County for activities,
promotional materials, events, and programs to
improve literacy competencies in Scioto County
and for the sustainability of the organization.

A social marketing plan is being developed and
funds will be needed to implement this program
bring awareness of literacy services to those in
need throughout the county.

Donations may be made to

Literacy Council of Scioto County

P.O. Box 293

Portsmouth, OH 45662

Teach an Adult to Read
Tutor Training March 27-28

FREE ! Call now to register!
351-3514
Receive a ProLiteracy Certificate of Completion!

The LCSC reserves the
right to edit or add to the
content of the
article/information
submitted for the
newsletter where required,
although we try to make
this as minimal as possible

\_/
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For More Information Contact:

Susan J. McComas, Director
P.O. Box 293
Portsmouth, OH 45662 740-351-3514

smccomas@literacyscioto.org

Don’t miss exciting updates and
information on the LCSC website:

(@ )

The LCSC Board of Trustees meet the'
Tuesday of each month (except December) @
4:00 p.m. in Conference Room 253, Main Floor
Clark Memorial Library, SSU.
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