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Gold stars were everywhere to launch the first
annual membership campaign of the Literacy
Council of Scioto County (LCSC) on Julyat

the Friends Community Center. The 130 plus
supporters enjoyed lunch that was generously
provided by thé&southern Ohio Medical Centet

The all-embracing program was informative, fun
and heartfelt. The LCSC must now look to
community individuals and businesses for donations
to sustain the program beyond June 2009.

The agenda was opened with a warm welcome by
Jennifer Schackart, Community Relations Specialist
for the Southern Ohio Medical Center and 2008
President of the Literacy Council.

Susan McComas, LCSC Director, recognized
representatives from the founding institutions of the
Literacy Council: Southern Ohio Medical Center,
Portsmouth City Schools and Shawnee State
University. The goals of the founders in 2004 was
to create a more marketable workforce, increase
high school graduation rates, and enable more
adults to transition into higher education
respectively. Present also was Denise Pittenger,
Director of the Tri State Literacy Council based in
Huntington, WV serving Lawrence County, OH.
The Tri State Literacy Council has provided during
the past year technical service, resources and
training at no charge to the LCSC to assist with
starting a volunteer tutoring program.

The volunteer adult tutor program was funded by
Portsmouth Metropolitan Housing Authority
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(PMHA) earlier this year. Several individuals who
have become volunteer tutors were in attendance
and were recognized for their time to be trained and
volunteer to help adults who want to learn to read or
to read better. The 20 volunteer tutors are now
accessible through Scioto ABLE and Shawnee
BASICS. Confidential adult one on one tutoring is
also available to residents of PMHA who would like
tutoring at their development.

The Honorable Todd Book, State Representative for
the 89" District, was introduced on a high note from
McComas, “What a better name than Book to
launch a literacy program!” to speak about literacy
in Scioto County. He emphasized the critical need
for the improvement of literacy rates in Scioto
County and its relationship to workforce
development.

In addition to reinforcing the importance of the
Literacy Council’s role in promoting the importance
of literacy, literacy awareness and life long learning
in Scioto County, Book shared a story that occurred
during a recent family trip to Hannibal, MO. While
touring the Twain Caves his daughter was able to
answer a detailed question (asked of the tour guide)
regarding a Tom Sawyer and Huck Finn adventure.
Book beamed with pride because he knew that she
had learned the book trivia question during a “trip”
reading a book.

The keynote was introduced by McComas as she
recounted a recent first meeting with Richard
Jenkins and his wife Gail in Huntington, WV. As a
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spokesperson for literacy and serving on the board
of directors of Tri State Literacy Council Jenkins
shared with everyone experiences of what it was
like to not be able to read until he was an adult. All
eyes and ears were on Jenkins as he told stories of
elementary school days and as an adult and why he
did not read until recently. Jenkins, a successful
businessman in Huntington since 1963 decided in
1997 that he needed to learn to read to keep up with
technology. He noted that his trophy placed on the
podium given for “student of the year” in 1999 was
the most important trophy he had ever received and
he has a room full of three foot trophies from
motorcycle competitions.

Although the reason an individual completes high
school and is not able to read or reads very little
differs from individual to individual, Jenkins’
willingness to share with others his story is truly an
inspiration to potential adult literacy students and
tutors. Through a recollection of grade school,
Jenkins who now paints beautifully on china and
canvas shared with the attendees how he completed
a book report on the backside of a roll of wallpaper.
He had seen the movie “Treasure Island” so many
times he was able to draw a detailed pictorial
summary to complete his assignment. It was not
accepted by the teacher so the remaining class
members refused to submit their written reports if
Richard’s was not accepted. It was then accepted.

Still moving with well choreographed timing the
agenda held one more surprise, as Kay Bouyack
Literacy Council Membership Campaign
Committee Co-Chair for 2008 introduced “The Cat
in the Hat”. Everyone knows how much fun it is to
read the Dr. Seuss classic favorites, but Dr. Mike
Raies, local optometrist, created a wonderfully
delightful rhythmic and “Suesslike” customized
introduction (dedicated to Richard Jenkins) of “Oh!
The Places You Will Go”. Dressed from head to toe
in black, white and red, Dr. Raies read with
wonderful expression and some improvisation a
story about the many places in life a book will take
you.
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Before the 60 minute luncheon and informative
event ended, James Kalb the Mayor of Portsmouth
presented Literacy Council Director McComas with
a Proclamation outlining the important mission and
vision of the Literacy Council and proclaiming July
22" as “Literacy Changes Lives” Day 2008. In
addition, a resolution from the Scioto County
Commission also reinforcing the important role of
the Literacy Council in the community was read.
Both readings were followed by an enthusiastic
applause.

Before closing the program, Literacy Council
Membership Campaign Committee Co-Chair Tess
Midkiff thanked everyone for their attendance and
invited everyone to take a membership campaign
brochure provided on the tables and to keep the
Literacy Council of Scioto County forefront in their
giving plans this year and future years. Suggestions
for donations denote different “star” levels.
Everyone can be a star this year by supporting and
promoting a bright future for literacy improvement
in Scioto County. Gold star cookies were provided
by PALS (Portsmouth Area Ladies, Inc) to
complete the theme.
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Don't forget to submit news from your school or
office regarding your literacy events or programs.
Everything you are doing is of interest to the whole
community and we invite you to uSée Letteras a
mechanism to spread the good news of your work in
literacy. Please submit your news to:
smccomas@literacyscioto.oby the 18' of each

month to ensure mid-month publishing date.

Keep in mind any time sensitive material and
submit well in advance of that event. We try to
publish no later than the P®f the month.
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Coming Soon...We know
you will want one or two
or more!

It's not the Outer Banks (OBX) or Great Britain
(GB) but we think that they are a clever way of
letting everyone know how important literacy is.
Show your support of the Literacy Council of
Scioto County by placing one of these “euro
stickers” on your vehicles, office doors, or favorite
notebook. This 3 %2” by 4” vinyl sticker will be
given to anyone who donates $ 5.00 or more to the
“Literacy Changes Lives” 2008 Campaign.

Only 1,000 have been ordered so don’t be left
behind. We want to see these all over the county!

The membership committee co-chairs: Tess Midkiff
and Kay Bouyack have announced that the goal for
this year's campaign $40,000.00Let’s do the

math:

It would take only...
40 gifts @ $1,000.00 each
80 gifts @ $ 500.00 each
160 gifts @ $ 250.00 each
320 gifts @ $ 125.00 each
640 gifts @ $ 62.50 each

This newsletter is sent to over 300 individuals,
educators, businesses, institutions, and agencies. If
each recipient of the newsletter donates $10.00, we
will be well on our way to meet our goal of
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$40,000. In addition, there are many more
individuals who do not receive the newsletter in
Scioto County who may want to donatill you
speak to them about our campaign?

The Literacy Council of Scioto County is a great
initiative and established as a vision by Southern
Ohio Medical Center, Shawnee State University and
the Portsmouth City Schools.

Around 2,000 letters asking for support for this
year’'s campaign were mailed recently. If you did
not get one, the information regarding donations is
contained in this month’s newsletter page 7

What does your donation mean?
This is what “Literacy Changes Lives:
2008” campaign co-chairs have to say:

The problem of low-level literacy runs deep in
Scioto County! Statistics indicate tHa% of the
adult population in our county is reading at only a
Level 1 proficiency level compared 1% for

Ohio. Twenty-six percent of Scioto County’s adult
population has not graduated from high school and
only 10% has a Bachelor’s Degree or higher.

In 2004 the Literacy Council of Scioto Countas
createdhrough the combined efforts of Shawnee
State University, the Southern Ohio Medical Center
and the Portsmouth City Schools to address this
problem. The goal of the Literacy Council is to
create a community where each individual has
attained a level of literacy needed to succeed, gain
higher education and develop marketable
workforce.

Now it is critical for the Literacy Council to seek
support from local residents and businesses!

Under the leadership of its dynamic director, Susan
McComas, the Literacy Council has made great
strides in attacking area literacy problems. Since she
was hired in 2007, McComas has:
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Instituted a major campaign for literacy awareness
through a monthly email newsletter to more than 300
literacy providers and a website for a communitgt an
state literacy presence.

Obtained grants and created billboards and media ad
promoting literacy.

Trained 20 adult literacy tutors - with the
collaboration of the Portsmouth Metropolitan
Housing Authority - to reach those who need one-on-
one help.

Brought Columbus’s Second & Seven Foundation
football professionals to three elementary schtmwls
literacy pep rallies and donations of 1,000 boaks t

all 2nd graders in Scioto County.

Assisted in the implementation of the national
“Reach Out and Read” program which distributes
new books to children and advice to parents during
pediatric examinations.

Partnered with the Shawnee State Women'’s Center to
host renowned educator Dr. Ruby K. Payne speaking
on “Framework for Understanding Poverty” and a
follow-up free workshop for educators, professisnal
and the community: “Bridges Out of Poverty’.
Secured a major NEA grant program - The Big Read
- for a county-wide reading initiative in '09.

Many more efforts to improve literacy in our area
will be coming — with your help.

The establishment of the LCSC was made possible
through generous support from its three founders
for its first two years. Now funds must be raised
locally so LCSC can continue to advance and
expand literacy progress.

We deeply appreciate your kind assistance.

Signed,

Kay Bouyack and T ess Midkiff
Literacy C dinsices amebs and
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The Big Read: Scioto County
Begins Big Plans 1

The Big Read: Scioto County has commenced
planning for the Kick off Event on February 10,
2009. What may seem to be a long off, will be
here before we know it and planning is well
underway. The calendar of events for Scioto
County not yet published on the internet

represent 11 printed pages of events and activities
celebrating a community wide read of “To Kill a
Mockingbird” by Harper Lee.

The Kick Off event will be held at the Vern Riffe
Center for the Arts as an evening event. Please
mark your calendars for this significant event.
Additional information will follow as the time
draws closer.

David Kipen Director of Literature for the
National Endowment for the Arts has accepted
our invitation to speak at the event. Kick Off
event co-chairs John Leasure and Joyce Grimm,
SOPAA representatives, will be joined by Kay
Bouyack and Tess Midkiff to plan the event.

The planning committee is meeting the first
Monday of each month at 1:30 p.m. in the
Portsmouth Public Library Administrative
Conference room on the lower level.

If you would like to learn more about The Big
Read please visitvww.neabigread.ortp learn
more about the national project.

In addition to the general planning committee, we
are organizing a marketing and publicity
committee that will meet regularly to raise funds
and have a speaker’s bureau.
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Poverty Awareness
Programming Coming This Fall

On September 18, 2008, Dr. Ruby K. Payne will be
presenting “A Framework for Understanding
Poverty”. Dr. Payne is the leading U.S. expert on
the mindsets of poverty, middle class and wealth.

This program will be presented at 7:00 p.m. in the
Flohr Lecture Hall, Clark Memorial Library, on the
campus of Shawnee State University. This is a free
event and is made possible through the Jane M. G.
Foster Distinguished Lecture Series on the campus
of Shawnee State University. This is sponsored by
the SSU Women'’s Center in partnership with The
Literacy Council of Scioto County. This is a must
attend for educators, employers, policymakers, and
service providers.

How does poverty impact learning, work habits,
decision making? People in poverty face challenges
unknown to those in middle class- challenges from
both the obvious and hidden sources.

If you work with people in poverty, some
understanding of how different their world is from
yours will be invaluable.

Don’t miss the opportunity to hear Ruby K. Payne,
Ph.D. and leave with a new understanding of the
hidden rules of poverty.

Books and autographs will be available following
the presentation. For more information contact: Dr.
Roberta Milliken, Director, Women’s Center, SSU:
351-3339 or emaikmilliken@shawnee.edd’une

in to WNXT a.m. at noon on OctobetZor a
discussion with Sam McKibben and Roberta
Milliken about “A Framework for Understanding
Poverty”.

For more information about Dr. Ruby K. Payne,
visit: www.literacyscioto.organd click on the link.

Read On...
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“Now | understand the people | am serving”

On October 22, 2008, the “Bridges out of Poverty:
Strategies for Professionals and Communities”
workshop will be presented from 9:00 a.m.-3:30
p.m. at the SOMC Friends Center, located at 1202
18" Portsmouth.Registration begins at 8:30 a.m.
Pre-registration is required for the FREE event.

If your business, agency, or organization works
with people from poverty, only a deeper
understanding of their challenges and strengths will
help you partner with them to create opportunities
for success.

“Bridges” represents a powerful tool for change.
Based in part on Dr. Ruby K. Payne’s myth sharing
A Framework for Understanding PoverBridges
reaches out to service providers and businesses
whose daily work connects them with the lives of
people living in poverty. Presenter for the one day
workshop is Terie Druessi Smith, co-author of the
book with the same title. Other authors include: Dr.
Ruby K. Payne and Philip DeVol

This training contains specific solutions for
professionals and the community to:

Redesign programs to better serve people in
poverty
Build skill sets for management to help guide
employees
Upgrade training for front-line staff like
receptionists, case workers, and managers
Improve treatment outcomes in health care and
behavioral health care
Increase the likelihood of moving from welfare
to work
5. 0 hours Continuing Education Units will be
available for this FREE event. For more
information and registration call: Shawnee State
University: 740-351-3171 or 800-672-8778
Limited Seating Available!!!
Lunch will be provided by SOMC.
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To ensure that many people from our community
are able to attend this workshop we wanted to make
it a free event.

It is very important for you to know that this project
is made possible through support frdsouthern
Ohio Medical Center, Scioto Foundation,
Scioto County United Way, Scioto County
Jobs and Family Services, Community
Action Organization of Scioto County, Clark
Memorial Library, Portsmouth City Schools,
Portsmouth Rotary Club, Wheelersburg
Kiwanis Club, Portsmouth Public Library
and the SSU Women’s Centetd in
partnership with thé€hio River Valley Chapter
of the American Red Cross, Goodwill
Industries and Shawnee State University
Business and Industry Education.

Partnering agencies and others will have
informational displays on that day.

Books will be on sale the day of the event and the
presenter will be available for autographs. For more
information about the presenter and autherie
Dreussi Smithvisit: www.literacyscioto.organd

click on the link.

We hope that you are able to attend. Please share
this information with others.

Bits of Information

For more information about Nature
Literacy contact:

Jenny Richards

Shawnee State Park Naturalist
4404 St. Rt. 125

West Portsmouth, OH 45663
740-858-6652

There is a lot going on this month in regards to
activities at the park but particularly on the 21
and 28" “Scary Animals of Shawnee”.

Congratulations to Tess Midkiff on her recent
retirement from SSU Clark Memorial Library as
Director. Tess is still extremely busy as a
volunteer for the Literacy Council and several
other organizations. She is taking time however
to knit and travel. Congratulations Tess!!!

That leads to additional congratulations to
Connie Stoner who is the new Director of SSU
Clark Memorial Library. Connie certainly
supports the Literacy Council and has been
active with First Book and now the Big Read!
Congratulations Connie!

It is not over...Ann Marie Short has moved into
the Assistant Directorship of SSU Clark
Memorial Library. Ann-Marie was instrumental

in the early stages of the Literacy Council and
continues to support its mission. Congratulations
Ann Marie!!
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Support the Literacy Council

SRR

As a 501 (c) (3) non profit organization the Literacy
Council of Scioto County is in a position to accept
your donations allowable by law.

Contributions to the LCSC would demonstrate your
support to implement the mission of the Literacy
Council of Scioto County for activities, promotional
materials, events, and programs to improve literacy
competencies in Scioto County; and for the
sustainability of the organization.

Funds are needed to implement the long range plans
of the Literacy Council of Scioto County to bring
awareness of literacy services to those in need
throughout the county.

Donations may be made to
Literacy Council of Scioto County
P.O. Box 293
Portsmouth, OH 45662

For More Information Contact:

Susan J. McComas, Director
P.O. Box 293

Portsmouth, OH 45662  740-351-3514

smccomas@literacyscioto.org

Don’t miss exciting updates and
organization information on the LCSC
website:
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The LCSC Board of Trustees meet the's
Tuesday of each month (except December) @
4:00 p.m. in Conference Room 253, Main Floor
Clark Memorial Library, SSU.

The LCSC reserves the right
to edit or add to the content
of the article/information
submitted for the newsletter
where required, although we
try to make this as minimal
as possible.
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You May Also Help the Literacy
Council through

How?

Here's a new easy way to help the Literacy
Council of Scioto County to raise funds. Start
using as your search engine
and online shopping mall. Every time you
search the Internet or make an online purchase
at one of their partner merchants,

makes a donation to the Literacy Council. It's
powered by Yahoo! so you get great search
results

| am Il
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